Germans in London.

…..There were three main groups within German migrants in the eighteenth century:  merchants, attracted at least in part by the possibilities offered by increasing industrialisation, transmigrants on their way to North America and craftsmen, amongst whom the sugar bakers were a major group. The latter group by 1805 had a church with a school, St George’s in Little Alie St, Whitechapel.

Trading patterns also began to change from having a continental trade fair as a central element to a more direct form of business.  The names of Barings ( from Bremen) and Rothschilds ( Frankfurt) were first known as traders in Britain, before moving to London and becoming prominent financiers. 

Another factor that led to the movement of merchants and financiers were the upheavals caused by the Napoleonic Wars (1793-1815).  Hamburg, Bremen and Frankfurt were occupied from 1806-1812 and further affected by a British blockade, during which time Schroeders also came to London.   

In the nineteenth century the main areas of settlement were the East End, mainly because of the docks and associated industries, especially sugar baking, with the focus of Whitechapel and later in the century Canning Town, Silvertown, East and West Ham, the area of St Pancras west of Tottenham Court Rd, and Sydenham and Forest Hill for more middle class people.

Why did the German community in London expand in the nineteenth century?  

The background was the huge growth of the population ofLondon from roughly one million at the beginning of the century to some six million by the end.  In the latter part of the century, from 1861 when the census first counted immigrants, Germans formed the largest continental group. 

For any such complex issue there is rarely one simple reason.  Here we can find a number of both push and pull factors.

Push ones include large population growth within Germany against a background of sometimes negative economic factors, and a repressive political environment.  Pull factors included greater economic opportunities in the UK arising from earlier industrialization, greater political freedom than elsewhere in Europe, and being an intermediate stop for migrants aiming for the USA but who sometimes got no further.

Who were the Germans who came in the nineteenth century?

The German population in London reflected the whole range of German society, from destitution to extreme wealth.  At the level of the poorest there were prostitutes and homeless, going up the social scale working class men involved in sugar-baking, especially in Whitechapel, later waiters, street bands, bakers, butchers and hairdressers, somewhat higher clerks, governesses, intellectuals and political refugees, and finally wealthy industrialists and businessmen, notably in banking.

Ethnic cohesion could be held on to by means of a range of institutions.  Most prominent was religion and the churches, with fifteen places conducting services in German in London in 1905. ( Richard Mudie-Smith, Religious Life of the People in London, London 1905, Paniyi)   These churches offered education and provision for the German poor.  Social clubs reflected more closely the class structure of the community, ranging from exclusive ones such as the Atheneum and Turnverein to working class clubs with connections to trade unions or anarchist groups. 

‘The sugarbakers in those days were all Germans, chiefly Hanoverians. It was said that Germans stood the heat better than the English. The temperature in a refinery was high throughout; in the stoves which men had to work in daily it was 140° Fahr. More probably the reason for German labour was that the industry was originally German, managed by a German (Boiler was his technical name), who liked to have its own little colony about him. ‘   

The First World War.

Even before 1914 hostility had begun to be expressed towards the German community by both public and government.  Germanophobia was already growing amidst the political, industrial and military/naval concerns that the relatively recently united German state would inevitably pose a challenge to British power and had to be countered. This is reflected in the success in 1903 of the novel The Riddle of the Sands by Erskine Childers (ironically in the light of his later execution by the British state for IRA activity) and later in 1913 of The Thirty Nine Steps, by John Buchan 1st Baron Tweedsmuir.

During the war German life in London was virtually destroyed.  The Aliens Restriction Act paved the way to the later internment camps on the Isle of Man, closing down or confiscating businesses, newspapers, and clubs. Most were repatriated.  As the war progressed hostility was expressed through boycotts and riots, especially after the sinking of the Lusitania in 1915. The monarchy reflected these developments in a rebrand from Saxe Coburg Gotha to Windsor, Battenberg to Mountbatten.      

The twenties and thirties.

Surprisingly some German presence survived the war, with the Hamburg Lutheran church in Dalston taking members from other now absent churches, some West End restaurants and hotels, and some philanthropic organizations including the German Hospital in Dalston.  The numbers in London increased from just over ten thousand in 1919 to some fifteenth thousand by the 1931 census.  1929 saw the founding of the Anglo-German Association, and the early thirties the launch of two German-language newspapers.

Once again political developments in Germany, the coming to power of Hitler, the nazification of German society with consequent brutal mistreatment of Jews, political enemies or even rivals, and a variety of other victims, resulted in movement of those who could get out and be accepted into the UK.  The largest group was of course German Jews, who, by the outbreak of war in 1939,  numbered about 66,000 in the UK, of whom probably ( if following previous German migration patterns) roughly half were in London.  This migration was restricted by a climate of anti-semitism, anti-alienism and fear of competition for employment.  This climate, enhanced by fears of spying, resulted in internment of 22,000 Germans, including veterans of the Republican armies in Spain.  ( see appendix 1)  It was however abandoned before the end of the war.

Since the Second World War.

At the end of the Second World War there were some 400,000 German prisoners of war in the UK, some of whom, in a time of acute labour shortage, were kept working in the UK for three years after the end of the war, mainly on construction sites and as farm labourers.  Somewhat ironically one project built by these workers was Wembley Way, being rebuilt for the 1948 London Olympic Games, from which Germany was excluded.

Numbers of these prisoners remained in the UK, frequently marrying British women.  Among the better known names was Bert Trautmann, the popular Manchester City goalkeeper of the 1950s.

As memories of the war receded, and a new European politics took shape in which West Germany was both a Cold War ally and a fellow member of the European Economic Community after UK membership began in 1973, with a concomitant free movement of workers and later people in general, the German community in London began again to develop.

By the time of the 2001 census there were more than 40,000 German nationals in London,  present for a variety of reasons.  The re-assertion of London as perhaps the centre of globalised finance brought many Germans to work in the many German banks in London –Deutsche Bank, Commerzbank, and others.  

Major German companies, including Siemens and Bosch, have an important presence in the UK, primarily in or around London.  Many Germans came to London attracted by possibilities of employment in the buoyant London economy (at least in the 1990s and until the late 2000s), and with levels of skills and education that put them at an advantage in the London labour market.  For most of these, and for the many German students in London, the fact that English had become the de facto world language, with at least some fluency required as a condition of employment by many German companies in Germany, made time spent in London a useful element in any CV. 

Today the map of Germans living in London reflects this complex reality: a distribution across the city but with concentrations in the wealthier West, especially Richmond where the German community has established a school and riverside beer garden.

The distribution of Germans in London      (http://www.londonprofiler.org/,. multicultural atlas of London, Germans)              [image: image1.jpg]



4

